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Chainnan Julius Genachowski Nicholas M. Mavodones. Jr.
 

Federal Communications Commission Edward J. Suslovic
 
Dory-Anna R. Waxman
445 12th Street, SW
 

Washington. DC 20554
 

Re:	 Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service LifeJine and Link Up
 
ee Docket No. 96-45; we Docket 03-109
 

Dear Chainnan Genachowski, 

We are writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Servict: and
 
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, we believe the Lifeline program provides an invaluable
 
service to low-income constituents in Portland and throughout Cumberland County. We strongly
 
encourage the Federal Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to
 
provide phone access to deserving and qualified families.
 

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Li fel inc
 
prol:,Tfam is more invaluable than ever. Here in Portland, the People's Regional Opportunity Progr<lm.
 
together with the Maine Depart.ment of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of
 
Maine. ensure that assistance tlu'Ollgh the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need and in
 
cases of emergencies.
 

We agree wholehcaItedly with t.he Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan
 
tor unifonnity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Caniers (ETCs) that would
 
help eliminate waste and abuse in this pro6Tfam. 1n doing so, however. we want to make sure that low

income SUppOlt of the fund remains strong. 'This is such a beneficial program to Portland's residents our
 
concern is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.
 

An area of conccll1 tor us is in capping low-income support and by suggestions that there should be a
 
mandatory monthly service tee for the LiteLine Program. This would plaee an undue administrative
 
burden on both carriers and consumers, and would appear to discourage registration by eligible
 
consumers. It is vitally important tor low-income residents to have the opportunity to have access to
 
phone service to ensure they have the opportunity to find work in this difficult economic environment.
 

We urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations Ii'om the Federal-State Joint Board. as we
 
would like to see these programs he sustainable in the short and long-tenn. The ability of the most
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economically challenged citizens in Portland and Cwnberland County to have access to free phone 
service is of critical concern. We urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, 
or in any way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved. 

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. We look forward to seeing your 
proposed changes to strengthen these vital programs. 

Sincerely,
 

Portland City COWlcil
 

Nicholas 
Mayor 

~~~.cQd!£j-!,lYJ~
 
ory Ri hards Waxman 

At Large 

Edward]. Suslovic 
District 3 

cc:	 Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert McDowell 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker 


